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UNCLAS BRUSSELS 7342 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EGEN, PINT, BE 

SUBJECT: BELGIAN ECONOMIC AFFAIRS MINISTER DIES 

MINISTER OF ECONOMIC AFFAIRS ANDRE OT.EFFF. DIED THIS MORNING 
OF COMPLICATIONS FOLLOWING AN OPERATION. HE WAS SUFFERING 
FROM CANCER, AND HAD BEEN WORKING ON A LIMITED SCHEDULE 
SINCE EARLY THIS YEAR. PRIME MINISTER TINDEMANS AND OTHER KEY 
CABINET MINISTERS ARE INTERRUPTING THEIR VACATIONS TO ATTEND 
SERVICES FOR MR. OLEFFE, AND TO DISCUSS HIS REPLACEMENT IN THE 
CABINET. SINCE THE TINDEMANS GOVERNMENT IS A BALANCE OF PO- 
LITICAL PARTIES AND FACTIONS. FURTHER COMPLICATED BY REGIONAL 
AND LINGUISTIC CONSIDERATIONS, OLEFFE'S PASSING MAY STIMULATE 
CONSIDERABLE JOCKEYING FOR ADVANTAGE UNTIL HIS REPLACEMENT 
IS SELECTED. WE WILL PROVIDE ANALYSIS OF EFFECT OF OLEFFE’S 
DEATH ON BELGIAN POLITICAL SCENE AFTER INITIAL REACTIONS FROM 
INTERESTED PARTIES ARE IN.RENNER 
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